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Saltford, Corston and Newton St Loe 
Three Parishes Newsletter 

May 2016 
 

 
Dear Friends 
 
As a Benefice we have always supported the local charity Send a Cow whose offices are based in 
Newton St Loe. Earlier in the spring we received a letter thanking us for our support, and telling us 
about the difference our contributions has made and it shared with us the true story of Ammanual, 
which I would like to share with you.  
 
Ann Hatton, Church development Manager for Send a Cow writes: 
 
We shared with you the story of Ammanuel and his family. Their struggle to eke out a living from 
their small plot of land had left Ammanuel hopeless. They depended on their crop of maize to 
survive, but when this failed they could barely feed their small children one meal a day. Without 
hope Ammanuel couldn’t see a future for his family, even though the answer was right on his 
doorstep. Ammanuel’s neighbour, Abebe, has been working with us for three years, and in that 
time he has worked hard to transform his land. Now he produces enough vegetables to feed his 
family and with a surplus to sell he can afford to send his children to school. Ammanuel and his 
wife, Felekech, desperately needed hope that they too could change their future. Thanks to your 
support we can give them, and 200,000 people like them, the tools and training they need for their 
hope to grow. I’m so pleased to tell you how Ammanuel’s life has already started to change. He’s 
already received some training, built a keyhole garden and is growing spinach and beetroot. Now 
he is convinced he can grow enough vegetables to support his family. 
 

 
Ammanuel’s early success has also inspired others in his neighbourhood to join the project. By 
working and training in groups, farmers can support each other, sharing skills and knowledge so 
that everyone benefits. His friend and neighbour Abebe says: “Before he joined the project I used 
to share with him some of my vegetables. I used to tell him about the project but he was not really 
ready…Now he is happy to join the project.” 
 
Thank you and your congregation for your love, prayers and generosity. Please do pass this letter 
of encouragement onto your church family so that they too may share in our excitement.   
 
Don’t forget Christian Aid Week May 15th-21st, another chance for us to support our neighbours 
far away who are in need. 

 
 
Blessings, Daile 

Since starting on the project they have  hope Ammanuel and Felekech before the project 

 

Ammanuel and Felekech before the project 
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Special Services throughout May 

 
Ascension Day Service 

For the local Ministry Group, Thursday 5th May at 9am, St 

Peter’s Church, Marksbury 

 

A Service to Celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday  

Sunday 15th May at 5pm, Saltford Community Hall. 

 

Benefice Celebration   

Patronal Festival Choral Evensong Sunday 22nd May at 

6.30pm, Holy Trinity Church, Newton St Loe. 

 

Benefice Communion  

With Ian Argyle from Gideons Sunday 29th May at 10am, St 

Mary’s Church, Saltford. 

 
How do you pray?  

 
In January I mentioned that we may be influenced by the medieval posture for prayer (kneeling, head 
bowed, eyes closed and hands together). This caused several different reactions and responses from 
readers. Let’s reflect on it.  
Kneeling has a long history as a way of showing humility and respect, as well as being a pose for asking a 
favour. Even today, “going down on one knee” is well understood in begging a special favour!   
The bowed head brings our gaze onto the position of the heart which Eastern Christians would quickly 
recognise as, “bringing the head (mind) into the heart”…a familiar little phrase to them with huge 
significance to all of us if we reflect on it. 
 Closing the eyes obviously cuts out distractions, but might it not also be a way of going into our private 
room and closing the door? (Mt 5 v6) 

Finally, ‘hands together’ may stop fidgeting, but also indicates a ‘bringing together’ of parts, so we are 
bringing to God the whole of our being, together. 
There are many other ways of understanding the benefits of this pose in prayer, but these are a few and 
reflection on them may deepen our understanding of prayer, because prayer is a precious privilege granted 
by our gracious God and talking about it helps, so  

Let us pray. 
Ken Plant 

 

 
A Praying Community 

Opportunities to pray across the Benefice 

 
Monday 9am    Morning Prayer  -  we meet with our Local     

Ministry Group to pray in St Peter’s Church Marksbury 

Monday 7pm    Silent Prayer  - an opportunity to pray silently 

with others in St Mary’s Church, Saltford 

Thursday 9am   Morning Prayer in All Saints Corston 

 

Prayer Meetings 

Each week in Saltford people meet to pray in people’s homes, 

please see the weekly notice sheet for details of where and 

when these take place – they are open to everyone. 

Prayer Book 

 If you would like prayer for yourself or for someone else, each 

church has a prayer book in which you can write the 

names of those you would like us to remember in 

our prayers.  

One to one 

There are people available to pray with you if you 

have a particular need or find something within the 

service has challenged or inspired you. Please 

speak to one of the wardens, readers or clergy and 

they will find someone who is willing to pray with 

you. Alternatively, if when you receive 

Communion, just speak to the Rector and she will 

pray for you then.  

 
 

 
 

  

St Mary’s Prayer Meetings 
throughout the month 

 
Tuesday 10th May, 433 Bath Road at 

6.30pm 
Hosted and led by Dave Faulkner 

 
Tuesday 24th May, 18 High Street at 

7.45pm 
 

Hosted and led by Ken Plant 
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Parish Registers 
Baptisms 
 
24th April  Sebastian Smith (Saltford) 
 
Funerals 
 
18th April  Gillian Antell (Saltford) 
20th April Freda Bird (Newton St Loe) 
22nd April Lucy Parrot (Saltford) 
25th April Jean Edwards (Saltford) 
 
Interment Ashes 
 
25th March David Marshall (Saltford) 
7th April Josephine Ringham (Newton St Loe) 
 

Copydate for the Newsletter 
 
Copy date for the next newsletter 10th May at the latest. Please deliver all copy to the Parish Office. If you 
produce it on a computer, it would be a great help if you would please email it to: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
 

 
 St Mary’s Saltford 
www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk 
The Parish Office, St Mary’s Office, St Mary’s Church Hall, High 
Street, Saltford, BS31 3EL Tel: 01225 872275  
Email: scnbenefice@gmail.com 
Churchwardens: Dave Faulkner 01225 874133   
                               John Norris 01225 872750 

 
 
 
Keep our church open? 
The PCC would like to put together a rota of people who would be willing to help unlock and lock the church 
each day so that we can keep our church open for visitors during the day. If you would be willing to be 
included on this rota please email the parish office  and we will get back to you when we have worked out a 
rota. We are hoping for six people who will each take a day a week to open and close the church on a 
regular basis, and who when they are unable to would be willing to find someone to cover. So when you 
email to let us know you are willing to help in this way, please specify which day of the week might suit you 
best. 
 
Circle of Friends I am hoping to take a small group to visit Chew Magna in May, where we will see some of the 
village, visit the Church, and finish with a pub lunch (if required). I have suggested a few dates on the list in the 
Porch, so please could you indicate which dates are suitable. We can then finalise on which day, time of 
leaving and hopefully car sharing. Hilary Smedley  873179 
 
Theatre Trips : Tickets are available for GUYS AND DOLLS at the Bristol Hippodrome on Wednesday 13th July 
2016 at 2.30pm. They are in the stalls priced at £25.00, they need to be paid for by 10th May 2016, contact 
Olive Wilkinson on 873965 for further details. 

mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
http://www.stmaryssaltford.org.uk/
mailto:scnbenefice@gmail.com
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Christian Aid Week 2016 (May 15th - 21st) 
This is the week we can love every neighbour!  Once again, the time approaches when we have the 
opportunity to spend time visiting our neighbours in Saltford, Corston & Newton-St-Loe but helping 
neighbours far away who are in need. Last year (once again blessed with good weather!), we raised an 
impressive £3800 in this benefice, just part of the £6.5m raised in the Christian Aid Week house-to-house 
collection.   
 
Morsheda is our neighbour.  She lives in Bangladesh, on a low-lying island in the Brahmaputra River, where 
frequent floods are a terrifying part of her life.  Her life is so precarious, living as she does in a small 
corrugated iron shack with her four children – if you haven’t already seen it, watch a film of her story on 
the Christian Aid website.  Help is available and that’s where you can come in.  Can you call on neighbours 
here and raise funds for Christian Aid and its partner, GUK in Bangladesh?  GUK can provide a Home Safety 
Package to raise homes above the reach of the floodwaters and give a grant to purchase animals, seeds, a 
wormery to allow self-sufficiency. 
 
We are reminded of the story of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus is asked by a teacher of the law ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’  Remind yourself of the story in Luke 10:25-37.  Jesus tells us in verse 37 to show mercy as the 
Samaritan showed mercy to the traveller on the Jericho road and to ‘go and do likewise.’ 
 
If you can help, please contact me.  Thank-you! 
Julia Norris: 01225 872750 (Home)  07977 956969 (Mob) Julia.norris2@btinternet.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOME GROUPS IN SALTFORD 

 
Tues Evening 

18 High Street, 7.45pm 
 

Wed Mornings 
 4 Roundmoor Close, 10am 

 
Wed Evening 

14 Golf Club Lane, 7.45pm 
5 Vernon Close, 8.00pm 

The Rectory 7.30pm 
 

Men’s Home Groups 
2

nd
 Tuesday of the month 7.30pm 

2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm 
 

If you would like information about 
 joining a home group or other opportunities for study across 

 the Benefice, please contact 
Robin Dixon Tel. 01225 359014 

 

 
 

thefillingstation.org.uk/station/saltford 
 

Meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm 
at 

 Bristol Avon Sailing Club, Mead Lane, Saltford, Bristol. 
BS31 3ER 

 
 
 

 

Teen Church Saltford 

 

Teaching, discussion, prayer,  
worship, songs.  

 
Make new friends, while having fun! 

 
1st and 3rd Sunday of the month 

11.15 - 12.15pm 
Refreshments on arrival  
(from 11am onwards) 

 

 

  Coffee Shop 

 

 
The coffee shop meets at Hinton Close 

Meeting Room. Saltford 

10–11.30am every Friday. Hot drinks and 

biscuits only 50p! 

 All are welcome. 

 

mailto:Julia.norris2@btinternet.com
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All Saints, Corston 
www.allsaintscorston.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Liz Acton 01225 873955 
                              Diane Phillips 01225 873643  
                                
 
 

 
May 
Thursday                 5th  7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
Saturday              7th      10.30am  Village Market, Corston Village Hall 
Wednesday    11th 12noon Soup & Pudding Lunch, Corston Village Hall 

Thursday         12th  7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
Sunday    15th      -     No Family Service today    

                     4.00pm Walk to Stanton Prior 
                 5.00pm Tea at Stanton Prior 
                 6.00pm Evensong at Stanton Prior 
Thursday               19th 7.30pm Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
Sunday               22nd       -    No Evensong at Corston (Trinity Sunday at Newton) 
Thursday                   26th  7.30pm         Bible Study, 8 Brook Cottages 
 
June 
Saturday                 4th     10.30am    Village Market, Corston Village Hall 
Sunday               19th       6.30pm Corston Church Preservation Trust Concert 
 

 
 
Bible Study 
Bible Study continues this month. The dates are May 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th. It is not too late to join us, if 
you are interested – a warm welcome awaits. 
 
Pentecost 
Sunday 15th May is Pentecost, which means it is the Sunday for our annual LMG (Local Ministry Group) 
service, which this year is at Stanton Prior. So, all walkers – young and old, two-legged or four legged – 
should assemble at the Church gate at 4pm on that date for the pleasant and not too arduous walk 
through the Park and cross the fields to Stanton Prior. It is to be hoped that everyone will find their way 
without Badger’s guidance this year! Tea at Stanton Prior, in the village hall, is always excellent – non-
walkers are eligible! - and this is followed by the service at 6pm. Lifts can be arranged if necessary. 
 
You will have noticed that there is no Family Service on this Sunday – it would be great if some of our 
families could join in on this occasion and help to make it really special. 
 
Trinity Sunday 
Sunday 22nd May is Trinity Sunday – which of course is Newton’s Patronal Festival. So there will be no lay 
led Evensong at Corston that day and it is hoped that a goodly number of Corston people will join in the 
celebrations at Newton – Choral Evensong at 6.30pm. Transport can be arranged.  
 
 
 

http://www.allsaintscorston.org.uk/
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CORSTON SUMMER CONCERT featuring Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 
Corston Church Sunday 19th June at 6.30pm 
“Perhaps the most famous classical work ever, Vivaldi’s celebration of pastoral life – its harvests, its humour, its 
hunting, its storms and sultry summer haze – never ceases to delight”-  so said Classic FM on their recent recording of 
The Four Seasons. Corston Church Preservation Trust are delighted that the Lorien Ensemble have agreed to give this 
year’s concert in aid of the Trust, and to include Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons as the major part of the programme. The 
Lorien Ensemble was first formed at the Royal Academy of Music by Corston residents Matthew and Lorna Bale, and 
enjoys an enviable reputation as a versatile group of musicians who, in addition to their many professional 
performances, have over the years raised more than £20,000 giving concerts for local good causes. 
In addition to The Four Seasons, the players will perform Pachelbel’s much-loved Canon, and, in response to the 
request of the Trustees for a tribute to HM the Queen in her 90th year, the famous “Farewell to Stromness” by the 
late Master of the Queen’s Musick, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. 
Our previous concerts in aid of the Trust were organised by Malcolm Seymour, so it is fitting that this year’s concert 
is dedicated to Malcolm’s memory. 
This is sure to be a very popular event, and tickets (£12 each, to include the programme and refreshments) are 
available now – please contact Anthony or Liz Acton on 873955 or any of the Trustees: Malcolm McDowall, 
Rosemary Thompson, Roger Blackman and Richard Bush, or Trust Secretary Martin Seymour. 
 

++++ 
 

 
 
Holy Trinity, Newton St Loe 
www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk 
Parish Office Tel: 01225 872275 
Churchwardens: Rosemary Denning 01225 872617  
                              Ian Tadd 01225 426489 

 
 
The annual May Day Country Market will be on Monday 2nd May,  11 to 4pm. We have all the usual 
attractions through the village, ‘Chuffy’ the train, cakes for sale and cream teas in the Mullions, plant sale 
and the Dog show on the Duchy lawn. BBQ, Punch & Judy and Bouncy castle in the recreation field. Art 
Exhibitions in the Church and the Duchy office, with a raffle for a patchwork quilt made by the village craft 
group. More craft stalls will be in the Farm Shop yard, refreshments in Church Square with tea and coffee 
provided by ‘MMM’. The village Shop and Village Hall will be open. Our new resident ‘Baz’ a London based 
photographer will take photo portraits in the Parish Room and ‘Send a Cow’ will exhibit their work. The 
Duchy have donated a hamper to be raffled. Morris Dancers and a Jazz Band provide entertainment. Car 
parking with programme will be £2 with disabled parking in the Farm Shop car park.  
There is much to see and enjoy in the village - please come and support us.  

Trevor Ewins 

 
Church @ 4pm 

 
Let us introduce you to Church @ 4pm, on the first Sunday of the month in Holy Trinity Newton St Loe. 
Church @ 4pm is an opportunity for people to come to church, to see what church is about and for 
services that are perhaps ‘one of a kind’! We promise you a warm welcome and lovely refreshments.   
 
On June 5th @ 4pm as we hold a service called The Servant Queen and the King she Serves, to celebrate 
HRH Queen Elizabeth’s 90th birthday. This will be followed by refreshments.  
 
 

http://www.holytrinitynsl.org.uk/
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On July 3rd @ 4pm we will be celebrating Trevor Ewins 35 years as a licensed Reader in the Benefice, and 
formally welcoming Revd Sandy with a service led by the Archdeacon of Bath, with refreshments to follow. 
 
Other service planned for later in the year include a traditional Evensong and an opportunity to ask God’s 
blessing on our pets, at a Pet Service! 
 

 
News from Newton St Loe and Corston Bellringers 
On Saturday 16th April a bellringing striking competition took place at St Nicholas church, Bathampton and 
the bellringers from all the towers in Bath were invited to take part and enter a team or teams. At Newton 
St Loe and Corston we have been very busy teaching new recruits and we all thought it was a really good 
idea for some of them to enter.  
The competition is split into two parts. The advanced teams compete for the 'Harold Parfrey Memorial 
Shield' and then the newer ringers compete for the 'Novice Shield' with more relaxed rules to enable more 
people to take part. 
We had a beautiful sunny day for it and we managed to field an advanced team and four novice teams. The 
fantastic thing about the novice teams was the number of young ringers competing in them, the youngest 
being just 8 years old! We had great success and were thrilled to win the advanced competition and 
although we did not win the Novice Shield this time, everyone had a fun afternoon and gained valuable 
experience which will be put to good use in the future. 
Bette Parfrey was delighted to see the shield back on home territory and to hear that six of her family had 
competed during the day, including her great grandson. 
We're all really looking forward to the next competition. Please get in touch if you think you might like to 
learn to ring. Who knows? Next year, it could be you! 

Nicki Lang (Newton St Loe Tower Captain) 
 

++++ 
 
A Message from Bishop Ruth 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
May is a special month.  Not least because it is the month in which I was born.  No special Birthday this 
year however and I’m not sure if I really want to keep counting!  However it is also in this month that we 
mark the Birthday of the Church: the day of Pentecost, the day when the Spirit of God set his people alight 
with the wonder of what God had done for them.  Those new believers couldn’t help but tell their story. 
 
During the week leading up to Pentecost (May 8–15) Archbishops Justin and Sentamu are calling on us all 
to pray in the words of the Lord, as he taught us to say, ‘Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done’.  They are 
encouraging us to pray for the evangelisation of the nation. 
 
Within the diocese we are beginning to make our first strategic priority one of ‘putting mission and 
evangelism at the heart of all we do’.  This means that we want to make sure we stay true to that initial 
purpose of what the Church is all about, the same purpose as that small gathering of believers who wanted 
to share their story of faith with others. 
 
‘Mission statements’ are common practice for most companies let alone churches these days.  However 
the word ‘evangelism’ can make us feel somewhat uncomfortable.  All the talk of radicalism and 
fundamentalism in the media can make us fearful of using the word.  Perhaps some of us have even 
experienced an over-zealous believer seeking to browbeat us into thinking as they do.  However it would 
be a shame to allow the baby to get thrown out with the bathwater. 
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Christ’s last words to his disciples after his resurrection and before he left them to return to his Father, 
were “Go to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples.”  Evangelism means ‘good news’, or in 
it’s active sense, ‘bringing or announcing good news’.  So what’s so wrong with that? 
 
The Old Testament tells a wonderful story of four lepers who, during the siege of Samaria by the Syrian 
army, decided that as they were already rejected by their families and starving they might as well throw 
themselves on the mercy of the enemy.  On arriving in the camp they discover it abandoned and so stuff 
themselves with the abundant food remaining and claim the spoils of war.  And then they think, “We 
shouldn’t be doing this!  We have good news and we shouldn’t keep it to ourselves.”  (2 Kings 7:9 GNB) 
 
If we have discovered the life-giving bread of Christ then shouldn’t we too begin sharing it? 

 
+Ruth Taunton 

++++ 
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UWE Singers, Chamber Choir and Soloists 

 
Saturday 14th May 7.30pm 

St John the Baptist Church, Keynsham 
High Street, Keynsham, BS31 2BL 

 

Music to include  

"Gloria" (Rutter), “Blest Pair of Sirens” (Parry) 

"As Torrents in Summer" (Elgar) 

Conductors: David Bednall, Ian Holmes and Gideon Kua 

Organist: Alison Howell 

 

Tickets:  £5.00 Adults 

  £4.00 Concessions 

  £1.00 Accompanied school-age children. 

 

available from the choir, CPA online store at www.store.uwe.ac.uk, the Parish Office in 

Keynsham, Howard Griffiths,  Saltford 401737 or on the door. 

 

 
 
 

http://www.store.uwe.ac.uk/



